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Corrugated boxmakers

!

Kolkata: EasternIndiaCorru-
gated Box Manufacturers’ As-
sociation (EICMA) has ap-
pealed for a 15%-20% hike in
priceas thesector’s profitabili-
ty has hit an abysmal low. An
EICMA spokesperson pointed
~-out that the Rs 1,500 crore cor-
“rugated box industry in east-
ern India is reeling under tre-
mendous pressure owing to
rising input costs and the in-
dustry’sfailuretoraiseprices.
EICMA has appealed for
priceriseduetothefact that in
the last three or four months,
paper millshad raised the pric-

es of Kraft Paper — the main -

raw material for the industry

want rise in price tags

— by Rs 2,0004,000 per tonne,
andthefinal consumersarere-
fusing to pay higher prices de-
spiterepeated requests.
EICMA has called for an
emergency meeting for their
members and has decided to
callforaprotestclosureonMay
2and 3, said Milan Kumar Dey;
president, EICMA. There are
over 12,000 corrugators spread
across India — of which
around 700 are from Eastern
India. The industry is frag-
mented and dominated by mi-
cro, small and medium enter-
prises (MSMESs) and employs
more than three lakh workers
directly and indirectly,



